
Strategic Goal #1 - Safety Improvements in the Phase 2 Area
The District’s top priority for 2017 was improving safety in the section of Horizon Drive north of the G Road 
intersection, which has been the site of three pedestrian deaths in recent years.  A plan to install three crosswalks, small 
center islands for refuge, and pedestrian-activated yellow flashing LED lights was presented to City Council in a 
workshop.  When sales tax revenue was above that projected for the year, city leaders gave the project a thumbs up.  
CDOT approved a hazard elimination grant application for $250,000 that will fund July 1, 2018.  Construction is set to 
begin in September of 2018 and take about 6 weeks. 

It’s Happening 
on Horizon!

   Strategic Goal #2 - Phase 3 Landscaping
The “Gateway to Grand Junction’s” second highest priority for 2017 
was to create a more uniform look when entering the city from the 
airport. The plan involved installing landscaping rock in the curb 
buffer zone along Horizon Drive that matches the crushed red granite 
used in the new roundabouts at the I-70 intersection.  This project 
began with properties north of the roundabouts and progressed to the 
Highline Canal in 2017.  The zone from the Highline Canal to the H 
Road roundabout will be completed in the first half of 2018.

          Before     After

  Strategic Goal #3 - Horizon Drive Trail
A system of walking and biking trails in the District has been discussed for many years, as it would be a valuable 
amenity to both visitors staying in lodging establishments and the 2600 people employed in the District.  The dream took 
a big step forward when a successful application was made to the University Technical Assistance Program.  The 
Department of Local Affairs will pay half the cost of a site evaluation, feasibility, and alignment study which will be 
completed by landscape architecture student interns.  Public input will be gathered  once preliminary studies are 
completed.  A conceptual design will be of great value in pursuing grants to make this goal a reality.

Spring 2018

2017  Year End Report
The Horizon Drive District’s Strategic Goals were redefined early in 2017.  First, a survey was conducted among District 
stakeholders.  Respondents, choosing from a list of eight possible priorities, chose several clear favorites.  With this 
direction in hand, work on the top three strategic goals began.  How did we do?

Continued on page 2



~As noted above, landscaping rock will be installed in the curb buffer zone on both sides of Horizon Drive from the H 
Road roundabout to the Highline Canal this Spring.  The goal has been to create a cohesive appearance as visitors enter 
the Horizon Drive District from the Grand Junction Regional Airport and travel down this major corridor. 

~We continue to advocate for the safety improvements included in the Horizon Drive Corridor Improvement Plan, Phase 
2. The City will address the significant hazard to pedestrians attempting to cross Horizon Drive in this section north of G 
Road later this summer by installing three crosswalks, small center islands, and pedestrian activated flashing LED lights.  
The District spent $280,000 on the design of the Corridor Improvement Plan, utilizing both local design firms and an 
international roundabout design firm, GHD.  An examination of accident statistics reveals implementation of the full 
plan, including a roundabout at G Road, is still warranted.  In 2015 there were four accidents at the intersection of G 
Road and Horizon Drive.  Two people were injured in these accidents.  In 2016, there were seven accidents at this same 
intersection, a significant increase.  Three of the 2016 accidents were “front to side” or “T-Bone” accidents, one of the 
most dangerous types of collison next to a “head on”  collision.  In September of 2016 a T-bone accident at G Road and 
Horizon Drive resulted in four people being injured, one of them severely incapacitated.  In each of these serious 
accidents, a driver was cited for running a red light at the intersection of G Road and Horizon Drive.  Crash statistics for 
2017 have not yet been received.  According to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), side impact collisions 
accounted for 25% of vehicle occupant fatalities in 2015.  

~Approval is being sought from CDOT to allow installation of Christmas lights in the new roundabouts near I-70 during 
the holiday season.  Initial conversations with CDOT and the City have been very encouraging and a design is being 
worked on to submit with an application for approval.

~Enlarging the District through encouraging voluntary annexation is an ongoing project.  There have been good 
conversations with owners of ajoining properties, and we continue to promote the benefits of joining the District.

~Art on Horizon is another ongoing project.  We have been approached to join an effort to have artists paint signal and 
utility boxes in the area.  Stay tuned!

While significant progress was made on the District’s top strategic goals in 2017, improvements did not stop there:
  - In cooperation with Colorado Mesa University,  decorative banners were installed along Horizon Drive celebrating    

Grand Junction as a college town and welcoming visitors to the “Home of the Mavericks”.  
  - A Public Safety grant was introduced to help some of the 200+ businesses in the District defray the cost of 

installing outdoor surveillence systems.  All three applications submitted in 2017 were approved, and this grant 
will again be offered in 2018 to interested businesses.  

 - A grant to help with the cost of installing fiber optic internet service to businesses is in the works.  It will 
piggyback on a program offered by the City of Grand Junction.  See full details on page 4 of this newsletter.  

 - In another partnership effort with the City, trash receptacles were purchased by the District, and have been installed 
by the city’s Parks Department along Horizon Drive to help address complaints of litter in the area. 

  A Look Ahead - 2018 Projects

Note: Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of the Executive Director and are not necessarily 
reflective of the opinions of the Horizon Drive Business Improvement District, HDD Board of Directors (collectively or 
individually), the City of Grand Junction, the State of Colorado, or anyone else.

2017  Year End Report, cont.



District Businesses Donate Plaques for
Roundabout Sculptures

Many thanks to the Clarion Inn and Visit 
Grand Junction for donating funds to buy 
beautiful bronze plaques for the sculptures in 
the north and south roundabouts at Horizon 
Drive and I-70!

The six horse sculptures have received praise 
from all corners of Grand Junction, and every 
day visitors can be seen photographing these 
impressive sculptures.  Exit 31 is more than 
just a place to stop for gas; it has become a 
very memorable “Gateway to Grand 
Junction!” 

The support of both Visit Grand Junction and 
the Clarion Inn for the Art on Horizon 
program is very much appreciated!

My husband has been my mechanic for 30 years, which makes me both very lucky and kind of out of touch.  When we 
had a major repair required recently, we discovered only three shops in town had the expertise and special equipment to 
do the job.  After calling all three, I was surprised to find out that Zarlingo’s on Horizon Drive quoted the best price by 
far!  Since my husband has enough knowledge to be dangerous, he is also uncompromising in expecting excellent 
service.  He was so pleased with Zarlingo’s, the next time a job too big for him to tackle came along, he didn’t even feel 
the need to shop around.  He took his truck in to Zarlingo’s, had breakfast down the street, and was again happy with 
both the work done and the reasonable price.   I may not know much about cars, but I know if you need auto repair, 
check with Zarlingo’s first!  

Zarlingo’s Automotive Service Center
748 Horizon Drive  - (970) 242-1691



~Foster growth of broadband

~Open to all service providers

~Pays $1,000 for broadband installation to a Horizon Drive District business or property. A successful  
application must first be approved by the City’s Broadband Capital Fund, a funding source from which fiber 
installation construction advances can be made for high speed fiber optic broadband expansion projects.

    Eligibility

Horizon Drive District Offers Grant
to Supplement City’s Broadband Funding

~Any Horizon Drive District business or property owner may apply.

~The City will fund up to 50% of the capital construction costs (not to exceed $10,000) to provide fiber-based 
broadband services to a location not currently serviced with the partnering company’s broadband services. 

~Ability to repay through revenue share within 3-years or as approved by City Council.

~Applications must be submitted by the broadband service provider.

~Installation of fiber optics; minimum capable symmetrical speed of 100/100 Mbps.  Actual speed ordered by 
customer may be less.

Evaluation Criteria and Awards Process

Purpose

~Demonstrate need or demand for high-speed broadband

~Demonstrate economic development opportunity

~Project to begin within 3-months and completed within 12-months

~Must improve broadband services to end-users

~Preference given to the retention or creation of local jobs

~Subject to approval of application  first by the City of Grand Junction for funding, and then by the Horizon 
Drive District board for the $1,000 grant

Scott Hockins is the Special Projects Manager for the City of Grand Junction and very 
knowledgeable about both the Broadband Capital Fund and the process involved for approval.  
He can be reached at (970) 244-1484 or by email at scotth@gjcity.org


