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Construction Update

When, oh when, will it be over?

     We know you’re tired of wondering where your lane will be every day and orange is definitely NOT your favorite color any more.
We are optimistic both roundabouts will be functional after the horse sculptures are installed on July 11, meaning two circles
instead of one peanut-shaped oval.  That does not mean the project is finished, however.  The crew is working hard on many
peripheral items like curbs, landscaping, installation of new pedestrian lighting fixtures, and resurfacing parking lots the project
has impacted.  Some of these items will not affect traffic flow at all, and there will be a steadily decreasing number of orange
barrels in the area.

     However, both of the Horizon Drive on-ramps to I-70 must also be brought up to current CDOT standards.  A longer
acceleration lane will give traffic attempting to merge onto I-70 enough room to reach a higher speed before merging.   A
dangerous situation is created when a slower moving vehicle enters the stream of traffic, causing vehicles travelling at speeds
of 75 m.p.h. to slam on their brakes.  On Thursday, July 7 from 9:00am to 11:30am the westbound on-ramp to I-70 will be closed
for paving operations.  West bound traffic during this time should utilize G Road or Patterson as alternate routes.

What’s taking so long?  I thought they’d be done by now!

The contract stipulated the work must be  finished  within a certain number of
work days, not by a certain date.  The contractor was ahead of schedule at last
report, and making excellent progress.  We had hoped work could continue
through the winter months if Grand Junction had a warm winter.  Unfortunately,
consistently low temperatures forced work to stop for  a period of 6 weeks.

Now I see they’re digging up Horizon Drive north of I-70.  What’s going
on there?

     If you’ve driven to the airport recently, you may have noticed that section of
Horizon Drive was deteriorating.  The City is milling the top layer  and will apply an
overlay of new asphalt to address this problem.   Traffic will be reduced to one lane
in each direction at times.  A 10 a.m. until 10 p.m. schedule will be adhered to
following input from hotels and motels in the area.  This work should be completed
by July 8th.

What’s next for the Horizon Drive corridor improvement plan?

     We are seeking funding for Phase 2, south of I-70 to G Road.  This section may
qualify for a Hazard Elimination grant due to three pedestrian deaths in the area.
City engineers now project Phase 2 will not begin before 2019.

Note: Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of the district manager and are not

necessarily reflective of the opinions of the Horizon Drive Business Improvement District, HDD Board of

Directors (collectively or individually), the City of Grand Junction, the State of Colorado, or anyone else.
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      This year new life was pumped into Bike Month by a group
of enthusiastic volunteers.   Their first event was held on May 24, 2016
on the corner of Horizon and Crossroads Blvd and was only open to
people that work in the District.  15 bicycles were repaired free-of-
charge by technicians from Brown Cycles.
      “Brown’s Beaters” are low-cost rental bicycles available
from the rack in front of Octopus Coffee at 759 Horizon Drive.    If you
are thinking about a new bicycle or want your old one repaired, visit
Brown Cycles downtown at 549 Main St.  Tell owner Chris Brown we
appreciate his support of Bike Month on Horizon Drive!

Horizon Drive District Bike Month Subcommittee members:

Alexis Bauer - Owner, Octopus Coffee
Bobby Brown - Head Trainer, Crossroads Fitness
Retta Bruegger - Regional Extension Specialist – Western Region,
                             Range Management, Colorado State University Extension
Vara Kusal - Manager, Horizon Drive District
Katarina Morrison - Visitor Services Specialist, Grand Junction Visitor
                                  and Convention Bureau
Cindy Phelps - Wellness Specialist, Rocky Mountain Health Plans

Bike Repair Party

Are you interested in bicycles, bicycling, or reducing traffic congestion by
getting other people off the road and onto a bike?  Join the subcommittee
next year by emailing Vara@HorizonDriveDistrict.com
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Hump Day Parties &
Bike to Work Day

Bobby Brown, head trainer at Crossroads Fitness and category 1 bike racer, agreed to take on the
role of “Bike Psyche” and answer questions about bicycling and fitness at Bike Month Hump Day
parties sponsored by Oliver’s at the Grand Vista and Enzo’s.  Bicycle games requiring “little or no
actual skill,” according to DJ Retta Bruegger, paid off for willing participants that earned a chance to
spin Rocky Mountain Health Plan’s prize wheel.  Prizes were donated by RMHP, Crossroads Fitness,
Grand Junction Visitor’s Center, and the Horizon Drive District.

Intrepid  bicyclists braved road construction and 100° temperatures on Bike to Work Day, June 22.
Their reward was a healthful breakfast by Octopus Coffee, fresh cherries from C & R Farms in
Palisade, and a big dose of self-satisfaction.  We’re pretty proud of our own Bureau of Land
Management winning the Business Challenge for companies with 16-50 employees.  And the City of
Grand Junction finally beat their arch rivals, Mesa County, to take the coveted trophy in the 150+
employee category.  HealthyMesaCounty.org will not take this sitting down…stay tuned for next year!
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