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inca

Artist Joseph Fichter has completed the third of six sculptures for the new Horizon Drive roundabouts currently being
constructed.  This proud stallion will rear 14 feet in the air above a 6 foot mesa overlooking the District in the northeast
roundabout.   Joe found plenty of inspiration while observing the Colorado wild horse herd near Cameo last November.
As he photographed the horses, a solid black herd stallion named Inca stood above on a rocky outcropping, watching
warily.  The power and dominance of this stallion was so apparent, Joe called the sculpture by his name as he worked to
bring thick plates of steel to life.  Over this winter, Inca will continue to develop the rusty patina visible on his hooves, which
will make him virtually maintenance-free.  We thank the local nonprofit group “Friends of the Mustangs” for their
assistance in identifying the horses Joe observed and photographed at Cameo.
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Courtyard
By

Marriott

I was one of the lucky people recently invited to put on a hard
hat and tour the in-progress renovation of the two Marriott
properties on Horizon Drive.  The Courtyard is perfect for  the
business traveler, with a full-service business center off the
lobby that includes convenient features like a boarding pass
printing station for all airlines.  A large screen“Go-Board” gives
immediate access to detailed flight departure and arrival
information, real-time content including news, weather, travel
details, local attractions and area mapping. Other amenities
business travelers appreciate are free high-speed internet and
WiFi, on-site laundry, and a 24-hour fitness facility.

The Courtyard Bistro offers a variety of meals and cocktails,
and has  both traditional table seating and the more private
“media-pods.”  With 5,300 square feet of meeting space, the
Courtyard can accommodate anything from a small meeting in
their 10-person board room to a large gathering of 300 people.
The newly renovated sleeping rooms are absolutely beautiful,
but since a picture is worth 1,000 words, just check out the
photos above.

Residence
 inn

The new Residence Inn rooms are beautifully contemporary and I
could definitely take up residence there and never miss my
house…must be where they got the name! All new stainless steel
appliances include a full-sized refrigerator and freezer with automatic
ice maker, a dishwasher, and large microwave,  Two-bedroom suites
include a four-burner range and full-sized oven.  The studio kitchen
shown above provides a range top with two burners.  All of the
kitchens come fully stocked with everything a guest needs to easily
prepare meals,  including dishware,  silverware, pots and pans!

The textured walls, gas fireplaces, carpeting, artwork, light fixtures, and
furniture are so stylish the Residence Inn never feels like a hotel. The
two bedroom suites are perfect for families that want to be close,  yet
still have some privacy.  Pet-friendly rooms are perfect for those
traveling with furry friends.   Mobility accessible rooms are available,
and guests utilizing a wheelchair can reserve a room complete with a
bathtub with wheel-in access.     If you have friends or business
contacts coming to Grand Junction, there is a Marriott property that
has exactly what they need to enjoy their stay!

- Renovations -
Grand opening march, 2016
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Valuable Training Reduces Police Calls

In November of 2015 the Grand Junction Police Department
offered a half-day “Safe Hotel” training program to local hotel
and motel owners, property managers, maintenance supervi-
sors, and other interested staff. A majority of Horizon Drive
District lodging facilities (13) have completed this training and
those properties are posted on the city website GIS public
safety map.  Visitors looking for a safe place to stay in Grand
Junction can access the map, and properties can use their
“Safe Hotel” designation in marketing.

The program is an effective and simple way to reduce police
calls for service to the properties.  The attendees learned early
and later warning signs, potential liability issues, registration
tips, drug recognition training, and more.  The benefits of the

program are far-reaching; guests, staff, nearby residents and
adjoining businesses  all prosper from the safer environment.

Officers trained in  Crime Prevention Through Environmental
Design (CPTED) complete a security survey on each of the
properties, providing a report that highlights any areas of
concern and suggests solutions.  Owners and managers commit
to actively work on the highlighted areas, such as lighting,
landscaping, or locks. If necessary, GJPD officers provide
advice.  The lodging staff gains a strong working relationship
with our local police force and receive a weekly report of calls
for service to the property.  Decreases in costly property
damage and litigation are just a few of the positive results
reported by previous “Safe Hotel” participants.

72% of horizon drive district lodging
facilities complete “safe Hotel”

training from gjpd
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More than the
Grand Slam at

I have to admit, it’s been years since I visited a Denny’s
Restaurant.  But recently, I was meeting with someone from
out of town and they said, “Isn’t there a Denny’s on Horizon
Drive?  Let’s meet there.”   It was that time of day when either
breakfast or lunch are options, and as long as the coffee is
good and hot, I’m game.  Although the restaurant was very
busy, we were seated immediately.  The coffee was good, hot,
and replenished quickly while we looked over a menu that
had something for everyone.  I spotted a “Fit Fare® Veggie
Skillet” breakfast that really looked amazing in the photo.  It
was described as seasoned red potatoes, fire-roasted bell
peppers. onions, mushrooms and broccoli on a sizzling hot
skillet with two egg whites scrambled with spinach and grape
tomatoes, served with a side of salsa.  The meal had only 340
calories and even though I felt it was kind of unfair to expect
health food at the restaurant that made the Grand Slam
famous (bacon AND sausage!)…I threw caution to the winds
and ordered it.
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What a surprise!  This was an amazing breakfast.  In fact, I
would have to say it is now one of my very favorites.  The
broccoli was bright green and perfectly cooked (I’m super
fussy about my vegetables and a pet peeve is overcooked
greens).  It was a delicious, filling meal that left me feeling
downright virtuous for starting my day with all those veggies.

Of course, I don’t want to give the impression Denny’s has
morphed into a health food restaurant.  My companion
greatly enjoyed the country fried steak and eggs and we both
eyed the decadent banana pecan pancakes being delivered
to the table next to us.  The Fit Fare® menu does offer many
great options like grilled tilapia, salmon, and even a Fit Slam
with turkey bacon.  My advice is, if it’s been a while since
you’ve visited Denny’s, get in there!  They have a huge menu,
quick and friendly service, and fresh hot coffee.  An added
bonus - Denny’s on Horizon Drive is open 24 hours a day!

Our friends at the Grand Junction Visitor Center shared the news that the Rotary Club of Grand
Junction is bringing the spirit of outdoor adventure and mountain culture to the Avalon Theater.
This year’s World Tour features the best mountain films of 2015, showcasing amazing filmmaking
talent from the world over.

The most prestigious mountain film festival in the world, the festival celebrates its 40th  year with a
collection of exhilarating and provocative films that explore life in the mountains.  Tickets are $20
each and can be ordered online at:

www.supportingcmu.com/banff

Local Media Contact:  Rick Adleman (970) 250-1251 or (970) 248-1871

Note: Any opinions
expressed in this
newsletter are
solely those of the
district manager and
are not necessarily
reflective of the
opinions of the
Horizon Drive
Business Improvement
District, HDD Board
of Directors
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individually), the City
of Grand Junction,
the State of
Colorado, or anyone
else.


